of Scripture says, “For on this day shall atonement be made for you, to 
cleanse you; from all your sins you shall be clean before the 

Lord” (Lev. 16:30). [So one verse recommends repentance and the 
other grants absolution unconditionally.] And one verse of Scripture 
says, “Then I will punish their transgression with the rod and their 
iniquity with scourges” (Ps. 89:32). And yet another verse of Scripture 
says, “Surely this iniquity will not be forgiven you till you die, says the 
Lord God of Hosts” (Isa. 22:14). Now how are these verses to be 
reconciled [which speak of punishment and forgiveness, on the one 
side, and the impossibility of atonement except through death on the 
other]? [If] one has violated a positive commandment but repented, he 
does not even leave the place before he is [wholly] forgiven. 
Concerning such a person the verse of Scripture says, “Return, O 
faithless children.” [1] one has violated a negative commandment and 
repented forthwith, the act of repentance suspends the punishment, and 
the Day of Atonement effects atonement for him. In such a case the 
Scripture states, “For on this day shall atonement be made for 

you.” [If] one has violated a commandment involving extirpation or 
the death penalty inflicted by a court, and has done so deliberately, 
repentance and the Day of Atonement effect atonement in part, and 
suffering on other days of the year effects atonement in part. 
Concerning such a person, the verse of Scripture states, “Then I will 
punish their transgression with the rod and their iniquity with 
scourges.” But as to him through whose action the Name of Heaven 
has been disgraced, repentance has not got the power to suspend 
punishment, nor does the Day of Atonement have the power to effect 
atonement, nor does suffering have the power to wipe away the guilt. 
But repentance and the Day of Atonement suspend the punishment, 
along with suffering; the man’s death wipes away the sin. Concerning 
such a person does Scripture make the statement: “Surely this iniquity 
will not be forgiven you till you die”? Thus we have learned the fact 
that death wipes away [guilt and sin] [cf. T. Yoma 4:6-8]. 


1:6: It has been taught [in T.’s version]: Matters concerning which one 
has said confession on the preceding Day of Atonement one does not 
have to include in the confession on the coming Day of Atonement, 
unless he did those same transgressions [in the intervening year]. [If] 
he committed those transgressions, he must include them in the 
confession. [If] he did not commit the transgressions but he 
[nonetheless] included them in his confession — concerning such a 
person the following is said: “As a dog returns to his vomit, so a fool 
returns to his folly” (Prov. 26:11). It has been taught: R. Eliezer b. 
Jacob says, “Lo, such a person is conscientious and rewarded, “since it 


